
Greetings Rehabbers!!
 

If you did not have the good fortune to attend the 26th annual FWRA symposium, you really 
missed a great event! Not only were there fun activities, as usual, but this year we welcomed three 
new board members to FWRA’s advisory committee! Please help me welcome those board mem-
bers who are Lisa Mabry, Sandy Renne and Cara Brown! Remember, if you are interested in playing a 
more active role in FWRA, please go to the www.FWRA.org page and fill out an application to become a 
board member or to be on a committee. (You don’t have to be a board member to be on a committee). 
Remember this is your organization and you can help us keep making it great! 

I want to thank our conference committee, speakers and all of those who helped for making it another great sympo-
sium this year! Look for articles about the symposium experience written by our scholarship winners in this edition!

The most recent fantastic news in Florida is the passing of Amendment One, the Florida conservation amendment. 
This designates billions of dollars to conservation efforts over the next 20 years! It warms my heart to see that 75% of 
the state voted “yes” to pass this amendment and that this will help purchase many lands that will help Florida wildlife 
thrive! What an amazing win for wildlife all over Florida!!

FWRA is offering a workshop in February on the 21st with Dianna Flynt from Audubon Center for Birds of Prey 
and Carol McCorkle from Avian Reconditioning Center who are hosting the workshop at their respective locations. 
People at the conference were given first dibs to sign up, so if you’re interested, please email treasurer@fwra.org with 
FWRA raptor workshop in the subject line to see if there are any spaces available or an option to be put on a backup 
list in case a spot becomes available. This workshop costs $60 and includes lunch and is limited to 24 people. It will be 
intensive and is meant for those with some basic raptor skills. In the email please include your name, center affiliation, 
email and phone number. This is an amazing opportunity for those interested in raptor care, and it is an event not to be 
missed if you can make it work!

There have been a lot of website enhancements on the FWRA site that can help you direct people to important infor-
mation, so go check it out if you haven’t lately.

I will end this letter by reminding you all that hurricane season is not beyond us and the weather does not pay at-
tention to the month on the calendar so be vigilant, have a plan, practice your plan and have a backup plan and make 
sure everybody knows your plan! Be sure to email membership with your most recent contact information so we can 
check up on you if a storm or flood catches you unaware!! 

As always, keep fighting the good fight! Do not despair and, if you need to rejuvenate, start saving now to make it to 
the 27th symposium next year! It really helps buoy your spirits and feels great and energizing to share time connecting 
with like-minded individuals who are going through the same things you do since often no one from the outside can 
really understand. I know we share on the List serve especially with Winnie bringing back the topic of the week, but 
nothing replaces the ability to share information and tips and just vent or relax and laugh with others who do what 
you do!!!

Hope to see you all at next year’s symposium!

Happy holidays!!

Sincerely,

Beth M Hirschfeld  DVM, CVA, VMO
President FWRA
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Bits and Blurbs ...
Medical Wallet Card for Wildlife Professionals
Biologists working with wildlife may be exposed to a variety 
of disease agents. NWHC has developed a wallet card that 
wildlife professionals can carry with them to alert medical per-
sonnel about potential exposure to zoonotic diseases. Contact 
information is provided for the Centers for Disease Control 
for the occurrence of zoonotic diseases in humans. 

Contact the NWHC for more information on diseases in wild-
life. Download the Wallet Card or download the Wallet Card 
in sheet format suitable for printing on business card paper. 
(PDF Format)

http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/outreach/wallet_card.jsp









































































Lowry Park Zoo is looking for non-releasable 
wild turkeys (Meleagris galapavo) for their 
collection.  
  
Please contact 
Virginia Edmonds
Animal Care Manager of Florida Mammals
Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo
1101 West Sligh Avenue
Tampa, Florida 33714
813-935-8552 ext 273
Lowryparkzoo.org

FWC, partners unlock some mysteries behind 
red tide in 5-year study 
 
Last month, researchers at the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission (FWC) published new findings on 
Florida’s red tide organism, Karenia brevis, in a special issue 
of the scientific journal Harmful Algae. This publication is the 
culmination of an unprecedented collaboration on red tide 
research in the Gulf of Mexico led by the FWC’s Fish and 
Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI) and funded by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Read more 
at http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLFFWCC/bulle-
tins/dbfa7f 

FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE  
REHABILITA-
TORS 
ASSOCIATION  
Mission:
The Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators As-
sociation (FWRA) is a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to the unification, education 
and dissemination of information to all wildlife 
rehabilitators in Florida.
 
Purposes:
To provide an organizational structure within 
which various individuals and organizations in-
volved in the rehabilitation of injured, orphaned 
and displaced wildlife may exchange informa-
tion. 
 
To provide training and assistance to individuals 
and organizations involved in the rehabilitation 
of injured, orphaned and displaced wildlife.
 
To increase public awareness through educa-
tional means of and support for the activities of 
wildlife rehabilitators.
 
To engage in such other activities as are  
permitted by Florida Law. 
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Symposium Report 
 
We were happy to have just over 70 people attend 
our 2014 symposium.  We provided surveys to help 
us find out what you liked best and what suggestions 
you offered to make our future symposiums even 
better.  We did learn that our attendees ranged from 
beginners to an impressive 40 years in wildlife reha-
bilitation.  Most of you felt that both the length of the 
conference and the value were good.  

Your conference committee is already working on 
our symposium for 2015.  Yes, it takes a lot of time 
and planning to arrange 3 days of classes, workshops, 
auctions, raffles, and fun!  We really do want to hear 
from you with suggestions for topics for classes.  So, 
what do you need help with?   Mammals, turtles, fund-
raising, volunteers?  Please let us know and we will do 
our best to provide the help you need. 

Your FWRA Conference Committee.
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It’s great to see enthusiasm for wildlife rehabilitation, 
and our six symposium scholarship winners have no 
shortage of it. The three-full and three-partial scholar-
ship recipients who attended the 2014 Symposium 
included several first-time attendees and previous 
attendees hoping to come back, but needing some 
financial assistance to make that happen.  Each de-
scribed their Symposium experience and their passion 
for wildlife rehabilitation. 

“Sometimes it’s more than just the class material; it’s 
the conversation related to experiences and cases,” 
said Amber Bassett.  She started in the rehabilita-
tion arena three years ago in Keystone Heights near 
Gainesville, then in Ocala.  Amber now works with 
FWRA Board Member Leslie Johnson in Orlando, 
focusing on mammals.  Amber’s interest in rehabilita-
tion started when she found a baby squirrel, located 
a wildlife rehabber and decided to get more involved.  
“My father was a surveyor and there were always ani-
mals in my life.” This is the first symposium Amber has 
ever gone to, and she particularly loved the parasitol-
ogy and bacteriology class.  She did have contacts in 
the wildlife rehabilitation field prior to the symposium, 
but says, “I met so many new people with facilities 
where I would like to work in the future.  I plan to 
come back to the symposium and hope to bring my fi-
ancé, who is also doing wildlife rehab; I plan to spread 
the word!!” 

For Danielle Ball, a first-time attendee from Ocala, 
the Symposium was an overall great experience. “The 
lecturers and instructors were so approachable and 
wiling to answer your questions; I have never been 
to anything like this before; I never knew there were 
so many people working in wildlife rehab in Florida! 
I learned a lot; I thought it was awesome.”  Danielle 
works full-time in wildlife rehab at the Animis Founda-
tion in Ocala.  “Some of the classes answered ques-
tions I had about specific cases; it really opened my 
eyes.”  Danielle went to college for wildlife sciences 
and always had a love of animals.  She went to differ-
ent centers, interned in Maine while in college, relo-
cated to Florida, and “was lucky enough to find a job!” 
Regarding the symposium: “Even if I come year after 
year, I’m sure I’ll always learn something new.” 
Nan Soistman comes from the Gainesville area and 
works with Florida Wildlife Care in High Springs.   

“The knowledge available [at the FWRA Symposium] 
is just so incredible. I am always amazed at the qual-
ity of the speakers, and veterinarians and rehabilita-
tors who attend. It revitalizes me!”  Nan went to the 
symposium last year and loved it, decided to apply for 
a scholarship this year, and “was lucky enough to get 
one.”   Nan has volunteered for seven years and has 
worked quite a bit with Sherman Fox squirrels.  “Our 
neighbor cut down a tree, and it opened my eyes to 
the need for wildlife rehabilitation. We decided to 
work with a local rehabilitator, built a release cage 
and were able to put the squirrels back out into a 
local colony.”  Nan has worked with opossums, and 
now works mainly with birds including woodpeckers 
and jays. She is permitted, possesses an educational 
screech owl, and does educational programs. 

Stacia Supnick has been volunteering for the past 
three years at the Sawgrass Nature Center & Wildlife 
Hospital in Weston and first attended the symposium 
in 2012.  “Aside from working with a rehabber, how 
else do you have direct access to these classes and to 
individuals with 30-plus years of experience?”  Stacia 
volunteers in the hospital as well as the education 
area, does hands-on care, and also works with fund-
raising and grants; she’s pleased to see those topics 
covered at the symposium. “I didn’t realize how wel-
coming and supportive FWRA and the Florida rehabil-
itation community was until I went to the Symposium.  
And the majority of attendees are women; initially, 
that was a surprise!  I love the information and appre-
ciate how much effort is put into getting great speak-
ers and offering diverse topics.” 

Cristine Wood volunteers at both Audubon Center 
for Birds of Prey in Maitland, and Back to Nature in 
Orlando. “The Symposium is such a great experience.  
I enjoyed talking to people about animals; most people 
in your day-to-day life don’t do that.  I like hearing 
about different rehabbing experiences and working 
with animals.” Cristine really enjoyed the necropsy 
class, particularly the anatomy and “whether or not 
something is normal.  The specimen I had, an osprey, 
actually had been shot; we found that on necropsy.”  
Her current volunteer responsibilities include clean-
ing and feeding birds at Birds of Prey, and feeding baby 
squirrels and rehab possums; she hopes to get the 
necessary rabies vaccinations so she can work directly 
with the raccoons, and would eventually like to get 

Scholarship Winners Maximize Symposium Experience  
by Phillis Benton
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a job in rehabilitation. “I enjoy mammals and have a 
new appreciation for the birds of prey; the Symposium 
makes me see them in a new light.”

Emily Holden is a staff member at the Wildlife Sanctu-
ary of Northwest Florida in Pensacola and was at-
tending the Symposium for a second time. “It’s more 
than just going to class; you are surrounded by nature.  
We have breakfast, lunch and dinner with the speak-
ers.  They are approachable; each one is phenomenal.  
I love the hands on workshops; necropsy class was 
wonderful.”  Emily has been rehabbing for three years; 
she got started in the Orlando area in the county 
animal shelter providing a humane education class.  
She moved to Pensacola to finish a college degree in 
psychology, visited the Wildlife Sanctuary of North-
west Florida and was lucky enough to get a position 
there.  Emily works in general animal care with a 

specialty in mammals, but handles everything including 
gray squirrels, foxes, raccoons, songbirds, and hawks.  
“I’ve always been an animal person, thought about be-
ing a vet, but don’t like the idea of cutting into things.”  
Regarding the Symposium, Emily says, “Everybody 
works so well with each other.  There is such a wealth 
of information and experience.”  There were also 
many newer rehabilitators, something that was a bit of 
a surprise to Emily.  “The field is growing; participants 
are excited about what they are doing. This is a viable 
profession and is becoming more and more visible 
and exciting.  If anyone has the chance to attend the 
Symposium, it is worth it.” 

David Scott’s Hand-
book of Raptor 
Rehabilitation is a 
remarkable compi-
lation of informa-
tion presented as a 
day-to-day clinical 
handbook. From 
intake to release, this 
book covers han-
dling; physical exams; 
anatomy and physi-
ology; an overview 
of species including 
diet, habitat, and 
weight range; dis-
eases; injuries, many 

demonstrated with radiographs; treatments; clinical 
pathology, including hematology and biochemistries; 
anesthesia; orphans, including photos for identification; 
feathers, with discussions for aging and imping; hous-
ing; feeding; and regulations.

With over 250 photos and illustrations, this book is a 
valuable reference for rehabilitators and veterinarians 
who work with birds of prey. Although Scott offers 
some definitions, many of the discussions involve 
very technical terminology, possibly making this book 
more appropriate for your veterinarian. Even if the 

terminology presents a challenge, there is an immense 
amount of easily accessible information derived from 
Scott’s broad experience in many situations. One 
example is a chart which demonstrates a method of 
rating keel scores from 1 to 5 to assess muscle mass 
and, therefore, body condition.

This excellent resource does have some shortcom-
ings: the absence of an index, which is not completely 
alleviated by the detailed table of contents, and the 
price-$90.00. Currently unavailable from Barnes and 
Noble or Amazon, this book may be ordered from the 
Carolina Raptor Center in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Handbook of Raptor Rehabilitation by David E. Scott, DVM. 2010.  

Reviewed by Hyta Mederer, Florida Wildlife Hospital and Sanctuary 
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I started bird rescue operations back in 2006 with 
little knowledge on what the proper procedures were 
for rescuing and transporting wild birds. For many 
years, my experience handling birds was limited to 
educational birds, mostly psitaccines, which are highly 
trainable to step into transport kennels, perform 
on command and are highly social. They require the 
trainer to stay in touch with the bird during transport 
to reduce stress.

Wild birds are a whole different story. Although 
there are many similarities when talking about ken-
nel requirements and transport etiquette, these birds 
are wild and behave completely different. I get several 
calls every week for rescue of birds in distress which 
include wading birds, raptors, passerines, seabird and 
waterfowl. Understanding the species’ specific needs 
is very important to determine the right form of ac-
tion.  Knowing that many seabirds lack functional nos-
trils and the need to keep their airways unobstructed 
or that raptors are better handled while wearing a 
hood are basic things to be taken in account.  Your 
safety and that of the bird are perhaps the most 
important factors to be considered before jumping 
into any rescue operation. There are situations where 
birds are entangled and dangling from tree branches 
over water. These are usually among the most difficult 
rescues as they inflict a lot of stress to the bird and 
the rescuer. All safety measures need to be taken to 
avoid endangering your own life in the process. These 
include wearing the right protective gear, which may 
include long sleeve shirt, gloves, protective goggles & a 
hard hat, especially when handling large wading birds 
which can inflict severe wounds with their long-sharp 
beaks. Climbing trees should only be done by those in 
good physical condition and with tree climbing train-
ing.  Help from local utilities or emergency services 
may be an option for these challenging rescues, but 
understand their availability is limited as they handle 
many more human related emergencies daily.

Birds with broken wings or caracoid fractures are 
perhaps the easiest of all rescues, but be aware some 
birds can sprint faster than you can. Bald eagles, black 
vultures and caracaras can outrun most human be-
ings, and in these cases, special care should be taken 
to avoid driving the bird towards other dangers such 
as traffic or losing sight of the bird. It’s preferable to 
direct the bird towards tall grasses or medium vegeta-
tion where their ability to run will be reduced and a 
catch net capture could be executed.  Vultures and 
eagles will avoid any path that can lead them into deep 
water, something that can be used as an advantage to 
secure their capture as they will prefer to run along 
the water and will avoid getting wet at all cost.  Obvi-
ously this is the opposite for waterbirds which often 
find water as the best way to escape the rescuer.  In 

this case your best change is to  recruit the help of a 
couple of volunteers that can assist you to create a 
barrier to prevent the bird from going into the wa-
ter.  In these cases, a large roll of bird netting can be 
laid flat perpendicular to the obvious path the bird 
will take towards the water. Then two volunteers can 
operate the net as another herds the bird towards 
the net.  Once over the net, the net could be folded 
several times over the bird to secure the capture.  Al-
ways be prepared to get wet if needed in this kind of 
situation. Every situation calls for a full assessment of 
the bird’s condition as well as the surrounding areas 
to ensure the least stressful rescue. It’s important 
to note that during the rescue process the bird may 
reach its energy limit, a condition that can only be 
fixed by the proper care and caging of the bird while 
in transit and at the rehabbing facility. Our main goal is 
to get this bird the medical attention it needs as soon 
as possible.

Proper caging and handling is essential to their sur-
vival.  Too much handling its detrimental to a recently 
rescued bird as well as noises and excessive move-
ment of the transport kennel. The time during trans-
port to a rehabbing facility should be considered a 
quiet time for the bird to recover from the stress 
gained during capture.   I personally carry several 
hoods for raptors that are used during transport to 
prevent the birds from receiving visual stimuli. Alter-
natively, the kennels could be used upside down leav-
ing the ventilation mesh at the bottom and covering 
the door with a permanent piece of plastic attached 
with cable-ties or using a large bedsheet or “blackout 
fabric” to cover the kennel. When loading the kennel 
in the vehicle, make sure to position the kennel in a 
way  that the bird is perpendicular to the direction 
of motion.  Birds tend to balance themselves easier 
from side to side motion. If the bird cannot stand by 
itself, make sure to provide enough support by creat-
ing a doughnut with a large beach towel or a tied pool 
foam noodle. Large wading birds that can stand could 
be secured by wrapping a large beach towel around 
the body to restrain wing movement while in transit. 
Other options include the use of customized mesh 
bags (sports bags), which are great for sandhill cranes 
and wood storks as they allow to pull their legs 
through an opening at the bottom of the bag while 
keeping all the wings secured under the fairly tight 
mesh.

A book describing avian rescue techniques will re-
quire frequent updates and would contain too many 
case statements as every bird rescue presents its own 
challenges and requires the avid rescuer to re-think 
his or her steps once again. But following some of 
these basic rules and a bit of common sense will en-
sure your rescued bird arrives safe to the caregiver.

Basic Avian Rescue & Transport By Reinier Munguia
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Animis Foundation
animisfoundation@yahoo.com

 
Avian Recondition Center

www.arc4raptors.org
 

Audubon Center for Birds of Prey
www.audubonofflorida.org

SPCA Wildlife Care Center
www.wildlifecarecenter.org

Florida Wildlife Hospital and Sanctuary
www.floridawildlifehospital.org

 
Sawgrass Nature Center 

www.sawgrassnaturecenter.org

Peace River Wildlife    
www.peaceriverwildlifecenter.org

St. Francis Wildlife Association
www.stfranciswildlife.org

Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
of Central FL

www.wildlifecenterflorida.org

Thank you to our Sponsoring Rehabilitation Organizations

Annual FWS Migratory Bird Reports 

It’s that time of year 
again…Annual Reports of 
activity for Rehabilitation, 
Special Purpose Posses-
sion and Eagle Exhibition 
federal permits are due 
to your Regional USFWS 
Migratory Bird Permit Is-
suing Office postmarked 
by January 31, 2015!  
Forms have been revised 
this year so please review 
the annual report forms 
carefully when complet-

ing them. Please visit http://www.fws.gov/permits/ap-
plicationforms/ApplicationA.html under “Annual and 
Other Reports” forms listed under their respective 
federal permit names such as Rehabilitation, Special 
Purpose Possession Education, etc. Forms can now be 
completed online; however, you must still provide an 
original signature on the form and mail it to USFWS 
Permits, P.O. Box 49208, Atlanta, Georgia 30359. We 
will not accept electronic Annual Report forms.
 
If your permit expires in 2015, you will receive a 
renewal letter outlining what information needs to be 

submitted with your renewal request and fee before 
March 1, 2015. Please note that you are required to 
submit updated photographs/diagrams of enclosures 
for housing migratory birds and eagles for display and 
for rehabilitation purposes, as well as updated infor-
mation about the individual responsible for the daily 
care of these migratory birds/eagles as part of your 
permit renewal procedure. 
 
Permits that authorize live birds and eagles are re-
newed based on your facilities for specific numbers 
of birds and specific species only, and you are not 
authorized to possess any live birds for educational 
activities other than those listed on your permit. 
Instructions for adding/deleting a live bird and what 
information is required to submit are listed on the Mi-
gratory Bird Special Purpose Possession (Education) 
Permit Acquisition & Transfer Request Form 3-202-12, 
found at http://www.fws.gov/forms/3-202-12.pdf .
 
Have permit questions or need an address to mail 
your report to?  For questions about all Special Pur-
pose Possession permits in Florida, contact Michelle 
Outlaw at Michelle_Outlaw@fws.gov  or 404/679-
7055. For Eagle Exhibition and Rehabilitation permit 
assistance in Florida, contact Resee Collins at Resee_
Collins@fws.gov or 404/679-4163.
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Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association is a 501(c)(3) organization
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free 

(800-435-7352) within the state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

Name________________________________________________________  Affiliation_____________________________________

Address  ___________ __________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________ State _________ Zip __________ County ____________________

Home Phone______________________________ Work Phone ________________________ Cellular /Pager ___________________

E-mail  _____________________________________________________ Web site _________________________________________

I am a :       DVM       CVT        State Licensed Rehabilitator      Federally Licensed Rehabilitator  

   Licensed  Rescue/Transport  Volunteer    Other  ________________________________________________

I specialize in and will assist others with:  _______________________________________________________________________

FWRA Membership Info
Membership Benefits include:
• email group list to network with rehabilitators around the state    
• quarterly newsletters which provide rehabilitation techniques, environmental issues, and organization news  
• annual symposiums on rehabilitation and other areas of interest such as  natural history,education, fundraising, administration, and regulations
• a membership directory that can assist you in finding help throughout the state
• the resource committee – experts on many subjects for help with unusual situations
• corporate members receive free newsletter and web site advertising

This is a gift membership from: _________________________________________________________________________________  

I was referred by FWRA member: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

All information listed in this section will be published in the FWRA members directory:  

Annual Membership Levels:  Individual -$20.00     New    Corporate - $100.00    Renewal  Other Donation

Please mail this form  to : FWRA, Gail Straight, P.O. Box 1449, Anna Maria, FL  34216.

This information is vital to our goal of statewide networking!

Emergency contact for FWRA Disaster Committee use only (list all information here that you do not want published in the 

directory, such as cell and work phones, for emergency use by FWRA’s disaster committee)

Name & number of the first person outside of your immediate household that you would call after a disaster so we can 

contact them if we are unable to reach you: _____________________________________________________________________

Additional contact information: _________________________________________________________________________________

Fox Valley is a world leader manufacturer of
milk (formula) replacement for orphaned

and injured wildlife.

Day One Formula milk replacers are species specific 
and all play a unqiue role in feeding young animals. 

These products closely match the unique composition 
of mother’s milk, to assure proper nutrition if mothers 

cannot, or will not, suckle their own. 

Quantity discounts are now available.
Call for more information. 

Please call for more information.
Sales / Technical Service: (800) 679-4666 

Fax: (815) 578-4240

We have over 125 unique and 
specials diets to feed anything 

from Aardvarks to Zebras!
www.mazuri.com
800-227-8941
(corporate customer service info)

3030 Mascot
Wichita, Kansas  67204
Orders:  1-800-490-0118

Information: 316-831-9500

Freed Enterprises, Inc.
Petiatric.com

www.petiatric.com
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Editor’s Desk
 Well here we are again in June and July looking ahead to the next 5 or 6 months, and cringing at the thought of 
an active hurricane season.  But clearly, this season brings another major stress factor in the form of our looming 
oil disaster just miles from our beautiful coast line.  We’re all sickened, scared, disgusted, but worst of all, we’re 
unsure of how to protect ourselves and our wonderful natural resources from this horrendous event.  Since none of 
us are strangers to hurricanes, the years have taught us to have (albeit probably not a perfect one) a plan to protect, 
evacuate, assist, or even rebuild if needed.  This oil situation is by far a different beast and in most ways, far more 
ominous.  There appears to be nothing we can do to prepare.  Heck, it seems we can’t even help.  We are a smart, 
educated, well intentioned group of members, who I believe can take on just about any task and succeed if called 
upon. 
 Many of you have conscientiously taken the online courses and many have signed up as paraprofessionals 
as suggested by USFWS.  However, for some reason, we have heard that very few (if any) paraprofessionals or 
rehabilitators (people who have actually handled a wild animal!) are being called upon and that primarily government 
people are being utilized to capture troubled wildlife.  Why!?! We, as an organization, get troubled and sometimes 
nasty emails from people wondering why we, as an organization, don’t do something.  Well, we can’t.  We’re not the 
Federal Agency in charge and since we take all of our direction from USFWS, we’re wallowing in a mute position 
until they ask us to engage in some way.
 Adding to our frustration is the fact that we haven’t been able to give 
you, our members, even a glimmer, not even an ounce, of positive direction. 
We all hear, read, and see the same sickening horror stories and we feel 
helpless and uninformed by those who direct us. We have hoped daily that 
this would begin to change.
 On Wednesday, June 30 at 7pm, the first open tele-forum with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Florida Fish and Wildlife Service, and TriState 
Bird Rescue and Research was conducted.  We see this as a first step in 
the right direction to involve rehabilitators and paraprofessionals in any 
communication and planning.  Good questions were asked … some were 
answered, but we believe that a good platform was founded from which 
to move forward.  More of these tele-forums are expected. As a matter of 
fact, the next one will on Wednesday, July 14th from 7pm to 8pm EST. 
To participate (or just listen in), you can dial in at 7pm to 888-808-6959, 
conference code 488 3831. We will bring you subsequent dates and 
information and how to participate when we know it. 
 In the meantime, let’s focus our efforts on the things we can control in 
our own personal and usually difficult rehab worlds.  So, please take care of 
your health, your families, your volunteers, your patients, and by all means 
review your action plans for a potentially active storm season.  When storms 
strike we want to know that you are ok.  Most of you have updated your 
emergency numbers with us, but if you haven’t, please do.

Leslie Johnson, Editor

TSBRR (Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research) one of the leading rehab centers specializing in oiled wildlife, they 
know their way around guilty corporations.
  Website: www.tristatebird.org/response/services.htm

Report Oiled Wildlife: 866-557-1401

Wildlife Rehabber Volunteer:  (must have proof of credentials) 404-679-7049

Non rehabber volunteer: 866-448-5816 www.volunteerfloridadisaster.org

Glimpse Operations http://bp.concerts.com/gom/environment_wildlife_15052010.htm

Hopefully when you read this, the spill will be contained! Be strong, rehabbers!!

Deb Anderson, DVM
President FWRA
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BIONIC BAIT COMPANY
POMPANO BEACH, FL

954-941-4665
866-848-9289

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR OF QUALITY 

FROzEN FISH FOR WILDLIFE FOOD.

• Smelt
• Squid
• Sardines
• Shrimp
• Silversides

• Thread Herring
• Glass Minnows
• Capelin
• Herring
• Import/Export



P.O. Box 411087, Melbourne, FL 32941  P.O. BOX 1449
ANNA MARIA, FL 34216

A n i m a l  C a r e  E q u i p m e n t  &  S e r v i c e s  L L C  
3075 75th Street (#2), Boulder, Co, USA 80301 

www.animal-care.com email aces@animal-care.com 

Handling & Capture Equipment 
Chemical Capture Veterinary &  

Kennel Products Disease Control  
Uniforms & Accessories Professional 

Development & Services  

1—800 338—ACES (2237) 

Reviewed by Hyta Mederer, P.H.D,
Florida Wildlife Hospital and Sanctuary

Identification Guide to the 
Snakes of Florida
Steve A. Johnson and Monica E. McGaritty

Homeopathic First Aid Kit
$60 including freight

Contains 28 Remedies including:

Tea Tree Oil
Analgesic Gel

CEH & Prid Salve
Powdered Spirulina

Men & Ladies 16” Kevlar Gloves
$36.50 including freight

And More!
Talon Gloves for Birds

Mammel Gloves, Jesses

Write for New Catalog and Prices

Just recently published, the Identification Guide to the Snakes of Florida is a collection of 
clear, beautiful photos of the 46 native species of snakes in Florida, as well as several
commonly found nonnative species.  The photos are grouped according to the snakes’ 
most obvious markings: blotches, diamonds, stripes, crossbands, and solid coloration. 
Each section begins with the venomous species, followed by those snakes that are most 
often confused with them, and then followed by the other snakes that share the pattern.
 Because some snakes’ patterns change with age or vary with location, pictures of those 
snakes may be found in more than one section.  The black racer, for example, is shown in 
the section on blotches as a juvenile and the section on solid colors as an adult.  

 Each snake species is listed with a description, and information on the habitat, size, diet, and scientific name.  
There is also a map with each species, indicating the range where the snake may be found.
 This guide includes numerous other features, such as 10 photos and descriptions of
habitats where snakes are likely to be found in Florida, what to do or not do if bitten by a venomous snake, 
distinguishing features of venomous pit vipers and of nonvenomous
snakes and coral snakes, and information about two different groups of legless lizards that are often mistaken for 
snakes.
 This guide is printed on heavy card stock and is ring-bound. It is designed to be of use to
people who have little or no experience with Florida’s snakes and who need to be able to quickly identify one 
when they come across it.  The authors hope that snakes will benefit from this guide by making it easy for people to 
determine which snakes are nonvenomous.
 This guide can be obtained from www.ifasbooks.com or at 800-226-1764.

UPCO has the products you
need at prices you can AFFORD.

We offer a 10% DISCOUNT
to any licensed rehab operation.

P.O. Box 118
Inglefield, IN 47618-9998
www.rodentpro.com

Phone: (812) 867-7598
Fax: (812) 867-6058
E-mail: info@rodentpro.com


